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Dear Classmates,

As this is our first newsletter since the reunion, we have quite a bit to cover. First, it is my great 
pleasure to be joining the ’98 Class Newsletter team, along with returning veterans Gabi Sarhos and 
Simone Swink. Although Simone has graciously handed over the green card collection duties to me,  
she has agreed to remain on the editorial team as a editor-at-large. So contact me by green card or 
e-mail with your news and updates; I will be waiting for your letters, e-mails and digital photos at 
jeffrey.beyer@gmail.com.

Secondly, please join me in welcoming the newly elected class officers and wishing them  
a successful and productive term in office:  
President - Anil Doshi
Vice President - Eric Petitt
Secretary - Jo Golub
Treasurer - Rachel Drew
Co-Head Agents - Marene Jennings and Abby Smith
Webmaster - Jon Drew
Newsletter Editors - Gabi Sarhos and Jeff Beyer

Gabi has also been working on updating the look of the newsletter, and she welcomes your comments 
and feedback for what you’d like to see. Write to her at gabi@alum.dartmouth.org.  

The year is quickly drawing to close, and by the time this letter gets into your mailbox, it may  
very well already be 2009. The officers and I wish you a very happy and healthy 2009!

_Jeff Beyer



STROKE OF GENIUS
Dominic Seiterle ‘98 Wins 2008 Olympic Gold Medal 
in Rowing with Canadian Heavyweight Eight
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As the Canadian heavyweight eight rowing 
team climbed into their boat—with Dominic 
Seiterle ‘98 taking the 6 seat—before the 
final race in Beijing’s Shunyi Park in the 
2008 Olympics, their plan was simple: Get 
out ahead and set a pace so fast that no other 
crew could stay with them.

They were ready. Having conquered the  
World Championships in Munich in 2007, 
the crew came to Beijing in August with even  
faster capability, says Seiterle, “and we had 
a lot more training under our belt.” Coach 
Mike Spracklen had trained them not just to 
be able to win on a good day, when things  
go right, says Seiterle. “We were trained to 
the point that if everything were to go wrong, 
we’d still come out on top.”

It would prove to be a good day. A very good 
day. Rowing at a rate well above 40 strokes 
per minute for the first two minutes, the 
Canadians quickly gained the lead over the 
second-place British crew. Coxswain Brian 
Price shouted out each seat in the British boat 
as he drew even with it.

“He was calling seat distances,” Seiterle 
recalls. “‘We have a seat! A half a seat! Two 
seats!’ Then he said, ‘We have Josh West!’”

Seiterle chuckles. “I know Josh, but I have no 
idea what seat he rows. I’m a numbers guy. So 
I’m thinking, ‘Where are we? Are we losing? 
Winning? What?’” 

“We attacked each call that Brian made,” says 
Seiterle. “I remember him saying, ‘This hurts 
but we’re moving well!’”

The Canadians never dropped below 38½ 
strokes per minute. With 20 or 30 meters 
to go, they were up by more than a second 
on the British and Americans, and Price 
announced to his crew, “We are Olympic gold 
medalists.”

“I’m the conservative guy in the boat,” says 
Seiterle. “I’m thinking, ‘Don’t say that yet! 
We’ve got two or three strokes to go.’  Going 
over the line, two or three guys had their 
hands up. I couldn’t really hear the horn, so I 
took three more strokes, just in case.”

The Canadians won the Olympic gold medal 
with a time of 5 minutes, 23.89 seconds. The 
British won the silver with a time of 5:25.11, 
and the American crew took the bronze.

Early Tests, and the Will to Triumph

Born in Montreal, Seiterle took up rowing 
at Saint Andrew’s School in Middletown, 
Delaware. He chose the school in part  
because of its outdoor programs and field 
sciences. “They had 2,500 acres and plenty 
of places to hike and walk around,” he says. 
“I would sit with a camera outside a fox den 
for hours. Other times, I’d watch bald eagles 
coming down for fish.”

At Dartmouth College, where he majored 
in psychology and environmental sciences, 

Seiterle competed on the varsity rowing  
team. In the summer before his senior year, 
he was diagnosed with thyroid cancer, but 
even after a thyroidectomy and radiation 
treatments, he was able to captain the 
heavyweight crew for the rest of the year. 
Enormous strength and will have proved 
to be among the defining characteristics of 
Seiterle’s elite athleticism.

After he graduated from Dartmouth, Seiterle 
competed with the Canadian team in the  
2000 Olympics in Sydney, placing 13th in a 
double with Todd Hallett from Nova Scotia.

It would be seven years before he returned 
to international competition. In Victoria, he 
got to know one of Todd’s neighbors, Laura 
Miller, a special education teacher, and they 
began dating. In 2002, he took a year off 
from rowing to start the MBA program at 
the University of Rochester. The next year, he 
rowed 80 miles across Lake Ontario to raise 
money for the James Wilmot Cancer Center 
at the university and Ontario’s Camp Trillium 
Childhood Cancer Support Centre. 

Seiterle was on the Canadian national team 
pair that was headed to the World Cup in 
Lucerne, Switzerland, the warm-up for the 
2004 Olympic Games in Athens, when he 
“came down with a fluke blood infection,” 
he says, that kept him on an IV  for a month. 
It took more than half a year to get back in 

by Brooks Clark ‘78

This story is reprinted here as published on the website of Dartmouth’s Office of 
Alumni Relations at http://alumni.dartmouth.edu/news.aspx?id=467. We hope to 
speak with Dominic in the upcoming months to get his China travel impressions. 
The writer, Brooks Clark ‘78, is a speechwriter for the Tennessee Valley Authority in 
Knoxville and a former writer-reporter at Sports Illustrated. He rows in a men’s eight 
in Oak Ridge, trying to keep up with his wife, Karen, who recently won a gold and 
three bronzes at the U.S. Rowing Masters Nationals.



disciplined you are. So keeping up the 
competition keeps up the intensity level.”

Winning the 2007 World Championships put 
the Canadian crew up against a jinx: in 35  
years, no heavyweight crew had been able 
to follow up a world championship with 
Olympic gold—a measure of how fierce the 
rowing competition is at the international 
level. At Beijing, they laid that jinx to rest.

“It’s My 15 Minutes of Fame”

Back home in Victoria, Seiterle is preparing 
to go to work full-time in marketing comm- 
unications in the human resources depart-
ment of the British Columbia Provincial 
Government. And he’s ready to exchange  
the 6 seat for a desk chair. “I told Laura, 
who’s been supporting me all this time, that 
if there’s anything she wants to do—go to 
graduate school, take a trip—it’s her time.”

“I’m pretty sure I’m retired [from competi-
tive rowing],” Seiterle says, but he’ll continue 
to get out on the water. “It’s been too much a 
part of my life for too long. I don’t understand 
people who say they’re never getting back 
in a boat.”

In the first days after the Olympics, when 
Seiterle went out in his single, he was greeted 
by fans wanting to hear about the triumph. 
“If I wait a week or so, it may die down,” he 
says. “It’s my 15 minutes of fame.” 

Winning the gold medal is “a great feeling,” 
says Seiterle. “It’s taken a long time, but it’s 
worth it.”
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condition. In 2005, he and Laura married, he 
earned his MBA, and he was back in Victoria, 
training on his own.

Jumping into the “Engine Room”  
of the Canadian Heavyweight Eight

Around that time, coach Mike Spracklen 
was looking to add some horsepower to 
the Canadian national eight crew. Despite 
being the favorites in the 2004 Olympics, 
the Canadian boat, a smaller crew that relied 
on technique and toughness, fell behind in 
the final and finished fifth. The heartbreak 
left team members weeping on the dock. 
The boat fell short again at the 2006 World 
Championships, and now Spracklen was 
looking for answers.

One day in February 2007, Spracklen called 

Seiterle and said he needed a sub. He asked 

Seiterle which side he preferred to row. Sore 

in his right shoulder after a fall on the stairs 

in his apartment building two days earlier, 

Seiterle opted for the port side. And it stuck.

Seiterle hadn’t been in a sweep boat for two 

years, but Spracklen must have liked what he 

saw. A few weeks later, he asked Seiterle to 

join the eight. At 6’ 4”, 205 pounds, and one of 

the stronger rowers, Seiterle took the 6 seat, 

in what’s known in rowing as the “engine 

room” of the boat. 

Spracklen focused the crew on training 
long enough and hard enough to be able 
to win on a bad day. “We doubled the 
load from what we were doing in 2000,”  
says Seiterle. The training regimen can best 
be described, he says, as “going to where  
you can’t go any further, and then going  
further than that, and then going even 
further. 

“It’s teaching your mind that when it thinks 
you can’t go any further, you really can.  
It’s teaching your body that no matter 
what injury you’ve got here or there, you’re 
nowhere close to death, and you can give a 
little more.”

The crew does most of their training in 
pairs, because “it keeps the competition 
level,” says Seiterle. “There are no free  
rides. You can’t take a stroke off, because 
every-one will pass you. There are always 
mental games you play, no matter how 

Training is about “going to where you can’t 
go any further, and then going further than 
that, and then going further,” says Dominic 
Seiterle ‘98, 2008 Olympic gold medalist. 
With his Canadian crew, he started the race 
at 40 strokes per minute. Photo courtesy 
of Dominic Seiterle

The Canadian heavyweight eight in a practice 
row. “We trained double the load we were 
doing in 2000,” says Seiterle, third from right. 
Photo courtesy of Dominic Seiterle
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GREEN EVENTS CALENDAR
December 2008

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31

4-6 PM
Christmas Choral 
Celebration @ Rollins 
Chapel

7 PM
Women’s Ice Hockey 
Dartmouth v. Harvard  
@ Thompson

7 PM
Christmas Revels ‘08
@ Spaulding Auditorium

7 PM
Christmas Revels ‘08
@ Spaulding Auditorium

2 PM, 7 PM
Christmas Revels ‘08
@ Spaulding Auditorium

1 PM, 5 PM
Christmas Revels ‘08
@ Spaulding Auditorium

Hanukkah Christmas

7 PM
Men’s Ice Hockey Tourn.
Dartmouth v. Army
@ Thompson

7 PM
Women’s B-ball Classic
Dartmouth v. BC
@ Berry Leede Arena
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MORE ON-CAMPUS EVENTS AT DARTMOUTH’S ONLINE CALENDAR, HTTP://WWW.DARTMOUTH.EDU/CGI-BIN/CGIWRAP/CALENDAR/CAL

February 2009

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

January 2009

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30 31

3:30 PM 
Member Course - 
European Prints and 
Drawings @ Hood

3:30 PM 
Member Course - 
European Prints and 
Drawings @ Hood

12:30 PM
Gallery Talk - 
Photography and Life 
@ Hood

7 PM Women’s Hockey 
Dartmouth v. Brown 
@ Thompson & Men’s 
Basketball Dartmouth v. 
Brown @ Leede

7 PM
Men’s Basketball 
Dartmouth v. Yale
@ Leede

1 PM Women’s Tennis 
Dartmouth v. BC @ Boss 
& 3 PM ChamberWorks 
“Flutes” @ Rollins

3:30 PM Lecture 
- Archaeology of 
Tenochitlan @ Hood
6 PM Men’s Tennis 
Dartmouth v. BC

Winter Carnival

7 PM Men’s Ice Hockey 
Dartmouth v. Cornell

Winter Carnival

7 PM Men’s Ice Hockey 
Dartmouth v. Colgate

Winter Carnival

       Washington’s Bday

4:30 PM Lecture, David 
Leonhardt, Reporter, 
NYTimes 
@ Rockefeller 3

4 PM “Population 
Dynamics on a Finite 
Planet” Wilder 104
8 PM “The Grapes of 
Wrath” @ Moore

7 PM Women’s Ice 
Hockey Dartmouth v. 
Clarkson @ Thompson
8 PM “The Grapes of 
Wrath” @ Moore

4 PM Women Hockey 
Dartmouth v. St. 
Lawrence @ Thompson
8 PM “The Grapes of 
Wrath” @ Moore

2 PM World Music 
Percussion Ensemble
@ Spaulding

5 PM Women Tennis 
Dartmouth v. UMass 
@ Boss
8 PM “The Grapes of 
Wrath” @ Moore

8 PM
“The Grapes of Wrath” 
@ Moore

7 PM Men’s Ice Hockey 
Dartmouth v. Princeton 
@ Thompson
8 PM “The Grapes of 
Wrath” @ Moore

2 PM “The Grapes of 
Wrath” @ Moore
7 PM Men’s Ice Hockey 
Dartmouth v. Quinnipiac 
@ Thompson

Happy New Year! 7 PM
Women’s Ice Hockey
Dartmouth v. Quinnipiac
@ Thompson

4 PM
Women’s Ice Hockey
Dartmouth v. Princeton
@ Thompson

2 PM
Women’s B-ball
Dartmouth v. Holy Cross
@ Berry Leede Arena

11 AM Track & Field 
Relays @ Leverone
7 PM Men’s Ice Hockey 
Dartmouth v. Yale @ 
Thompson

9 AM
Track & Field Relays
@ Leverone

7 PM Women’s Hockey
Dartmouth v. Providence
7 PM Men’s Basketball
Dartmouth v. StonyBrook
@ Berry Leede Arena

4:30 - 6 PM
“Sorry States”
Jennifer Lind
Professor of Govt @
Rockefeller 3

8 PM
Venice Baroque Orch
@ Spaulding Auditorium

11 AM HopStop
Hopkins Center Alumni
7 PM Men’s Basketball 
Dartmouth v. UNH
@ Berry Leede Arena

MLK Day Presidential 
Inauguration

11 AM Women’s Squash 
Dartmouth v. Wiliams
5 PM Men’s Squash 
Dartmouth v. Williams
@ Berry Squash Exhib.

4 - 5 PM
Physics/Astro Dept
Quantum/Nanophys 
Seminar
@ Wilder 102

8 PM
Sweet Honey in the 
Rock @ Hopkins Center 
Spaulding

4 PM
Men’s Ice Hockey 
Dartmouth v. Harvard
@ Thompson

4:30 - 6PM “Change 
the World with Your 
Bare Hands” with Cory 
Booker, Mayor, Newark, 
NJ @ Rockefeller 3

12:30 PM 
Conversation with 
Photographers Virginia 
Beahan & Brian Miller
@ Hood Museum of Art

7 PM
Dafnis Prieto Sextet and 
Vijay Iyer Trio
@ Spaulding

7 PM Men’s Hockey 
Dartmouth v. RPI
@ Thompson & Men’s 
Basketball, Dartmouth 
v. Princeton @ Leede

12 PM Men/Women 
Track @ Leverone
7 PM Men’s Hockey 
Dartmouth v. Union @ 
Thompson



1 Jo (Weingarten) Golub’s 
wedding to Michael Golub ’03. 
Jo and Michael were married 
last October (2007) in Houston, 
Texas, and there were 40 or more 
Dartmouth alums in attendance.

2 Jay Zimmerman, Maya Lodish, 
and their beautiful daughter 
Isabelle Nora Zimmerman, who 
was born on Valentine’s Day, 
February 14, 2008.

3 Charles Sutton Beyer, born on  
May 2, 2008 is the very handsome  
son of Jeff Beyer and his wife 
Hallie.

1

2

3
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Green Gossip
with Jeff Beyer

Well, it’s our first newsletter since the big 

10-year reunion, but unfortunately I was 

unable to attend and I’ve only been able to 

pick up some scattered details.

The reunion was handsomely attended 
by many of your fellow ‘98s. Some (but of 
course, not all!) of the attendees included 
Shirley (Sperling) Paley, Ed Kim, Michael 
Prior, Dong Shen, Josh Freeman, Steve 
Zrike, Katy (Bieneman) Romita, Marc 
Lewinstein, Robyn Brown, David Pichler, 
Molli (Hamermesh) Hourihan, Betsy 
Lewis Roberts, Chris Atwood, Megan 
Crosby, Unai Montes-Irueste, Simone 
Swink, Noah Schneiderman, and Tracey 
Van Dorpe. Obviously there were dozens 
and dozens of other ‘98s back in Hanover 
for the reunion, so if I’ve missed you and 
you have any reunion stories to share, 
please let me know and we’ll be sure to get 
it in the next newsletter!

Speaking of reunion, every five years there 
is a changing of the guard with our class 
officers, so please join me in congratulating 
the newly-elected ‘98 Executive Committee: 
Anil Doshi (President); Eric Petitt (Vice 
President); Jo (Weingarten) Golub 
(Secretary); and Rachel (Bogardus) Drew 
(Treasurer). Anil, Eric, Jo and Rachel are 
taking over for the outgoing Executive 
Committee, to whom we give our sincere 
thanks for five great years of service to the 
‘98 Class:  Betsy Lewis Roberts, Wendy 
(Simon) Habeski, Chris Atwood, and 
Rodrego Byerly.

In non-reunion related news, Ginger  
(Kreitler) Pingree checked in this past 
spring from her home in Kittery Point, 
Maine, where she and her husband 
Brennen were busy gutting a house. Ginger 
was in the process of leaving her job as 



Speaking of Maya Lodish and Jay 
Zimmerman, they are proud to announce 
the birth of their daughter, Isabelle Nora 
Zimmerman, who was born on Valentine’s 
Day, February 14, 2008.  Maya, Jay and 
Isabelle live in Silver Spring, Maryland. 

In other baby news, Noah Schneiderman 
and his wife Stacey welcomed their 
daughter, Harper Rose Schneiderman, 
into their family on June 19, 2008.  Noah, 
Stacey and Harper reside in Needham, 
Massachusetts, and Noah just celebrated his 
one-year anniversary as the Chief Financial 
Officer of the Isabella Stewart Gardner 
museum in Boston.  

And, finally, on a personal note, my wife 
Hallie and I (Jeff Beyer) are pleased to 
announce the birth of our first child, our 
son Charles Sutton Beyer, who was born 
on May 2, 2008.  Hallie, Charlie and I are 
living in Morristown, New Jersey, and I 
currently am working in the Florham Park, 
New Jersey office of the law firm of Drinker, 
Biddle & Reath.

Well, that’s it for now – please keep those 
green cards coming, or send me your news 
and updates any time via e-mail to jeffrey.
beyer@gmail.com.  Looking forward to 
hearing from you. Until next time!
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a first grade teacher to pursue a career 
in massage therapy.  In addition, Ginger 
passed along the happy news that she and 
Brennen are expecting their first child 
around Thanksgiving 2008!  Ginger has 
heard from the recently-engaged Matt 
Blanton, who is pursuing his Ph.D. A well 
of information, Ginger also wrote that 
all-‘98 couple Greg Vadasdi and Katie 
(Bardzik) Vadasdi are still living in New 
York City, and in addition, by the time you 
all read this, Katie will have taken her 
medical boards.

Received a very long note from Andy 
Smith and his wife Sarah Yablon-
Smith ‘03, who are living in Somerville, 
Massachusetts. In addition to his career 
as a family doctor in Lawrence, Mass., 
Andy has been spending the past several 
months catching up with fellow ‘98s all 
across the USA.  Last summer and fall, he 
met up, at various occasions, with Josh 
Mooney, Brian Sheldon, Eric Daly, and 
Joe Fitzgerald, and Andy also attended 
the wedding of Becky Rottenberg to 
Matt Goldman last October in Boston.  
(Incidentally, Josh Mooney and his wife 
were expecting the birth of their first child 
this past May – so Josh, if you have details 
and pictures, please pass them along!) 
Andy also did a triathlon last summer 
along with Stan Weinberger, and also 
crossed paths with the aforementioned 
Greg Vadasdi.  More recently, this 
past spring, Andy met up with Neeta 
(Raghavan) Vora, who is an MFM fellow in 
Boston. As you can tell, Andy loves hanging 
out with fellow ’98s, and his note ended 
with an open invitation for anyone “ever 
visiting the Boston area” who needs a place 
to stay to get in touch with him! 

Jess King checked in with the exciting 
news that three songs she composed will 
be appearing in the soon-to-released 
feature film “American Princess” (formerly 
known as “Courting Condi”), which I 
have seen described as “part ‘Borat,’ part 
‘Moulin Rouge,’ part ‘Fahrenheit 9/11.’”  

Jess is also performing regularly, including 
some dates on the calendar in August 2008 
in New York City.  You can find out more 
by visiting www.jessking.com or myspace.
com/jesskingmusic.

Leon Shaulov checked in to advise that 
he now works for the Galleon Group, a 
hedge fund based in New York City.  Also 
living in New York City (more specifically, 
Brooklyn), is Jason Jones, who works as a 
prosecutor (formal title, Assistant United 
States Attorney) in the U.S. Attorney’s 
office for the Eastern District of New 
York.  While Jason crosses into Manhattan 
as little as possible these days, I was 
fortunate to get to see him this past spring 
at the birthday party of a mutual friend. 
Stephanie (Adamson) King checked in 
from California, where she, husband Bill, 
and their children Sophia and Noah, are 
“enjoying the sunny days.”

Newly elected Class Secretary  
Jo (Weingarten) Golub’s wedding  
to Michael Golub ’03 had so many 
Dartmouth alums that it took the 
Newsletter many, many months to write 
about it so we could give it the space it 
deserves!  Jo and Michael were married 
last October (2007)in Houston, Texas 
and by my count, there were 40 or more 
Dartmouth alums in attendance, including 
the following ’98s:  Alex Reitman, Natalie 
(Wood) Vogel, Becky (Rottenberg) 
Goldman, Kyle Ancowitz, Colin Bills, 
Alex Vogel, Scott Behrens, Nora Bryan 
Behrens, Khalid Roberts, Betsy Lewis 
Roberts, Maya Lodish, Jay Zimmerman, 
Suzanne (Michels) Obenshain, Tara 
McDowell, Susanna McFadden, and 
Angela Scott.  Jo and Michael are living in 
San Francisco, where Michael is a first-year 
student at Stanford’s Graduate School of 
Business, and Jo is an associate at the law 
firm Keker & Van Nest. Congratulations to 
Jo and Michael, and please forgive the very, 
very delayed reporting which we intend 
to make up to you over the course of many 
years to come!

THE CLASS OF 1998 IS 
CURRENTLY LOOKING FOR 
A FEW GOOD MEN AND WOMEN 
TO ACT AS MINI-REUNION 
CHAIRS IN MAJOR CITIES. 
IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN 
HOSTING A MINI-REUNION IN 
YOUR CITY OR HELPING OUT  
THE CLASS, PLEASE CONTACT 
ANIL DOSHI anil.doshi@alum.
dartmouth.org OR ERIC PETITT 
eric.petitt@alum.dartmouth.org .



This newsletter is brought to you by financial contributions from ‘98s. 
Please continue to pay your class dues. Thank you.

WINTER CARNIVAL
FEB 13-15 2009
Order athletic event tickets by calling Big Green Tickets at 603-646-2466
Order tickets for Hopkins Center events by calling 603-646-2422

Winter Carnival posters and t-shirts will go on-sale on campus the week of Carnival. 
Original posters of previous years may be purchased by contacting Dennis Jette 
(863) 666-6265. Re-printed smaller copies of past posters can be purchased by 
contacting DartmouthImages.com or by calling 800-634-2667.

Winter Carnival is organized through the Student Activities Office & Programming Board at Dartmouth College. For more 
information call 603-646-3399.

HTTP://WWW.DARTMOUTH.EDU/~SAO/EVENTS/CARNIVAL/INDEX.HTML


